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Introduction

The European Archaeology Days (JEA) is an event 
organised under the aegis of the French Ministry  
of Culture and coordinated by the National Institute  
of Preventive Archaeological Research (INRAP).

Located at the crossroads of several scientific fields, 
archaeology studies the material traces of civilisations, 
from prehistory to modern times. By enriching 
knowledge of societies that have come before us,  
it contributes to a better understanding of the 
world today. 

The protection, conservation and transmission  
of archaeological heritage is a challenge for Europe. 
Indeed, at a time of health, cultural and economic 
crises, the archaeological approach, that is perspective 
over the long-term, can be a source of openness, 
tolerance and hope: a common good to be shared.

A Europe-wide event dedicated to archaeology 
can therefore contribute to the development of the 
concept of archaeological heritage while promoting 
individual cultural and historical diversity. 
This practical guide aims to facilitate the work  
of national coordinators and event organisers who 
play an essential role in the success of the JEA.

Dominique Garcia
President of INRAP
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1.1  NATIONAL  ARCHAEOLOGY  
DAYS  IN  FRANCE
Since 2010, the French Ministry of 
Culture has entrusted INRAP with the 
creation of a national event dedicated 
to archaeology to present all types 
of archaeological activity, from 
"dig to museum", during a weekend 
in June. The aim is to raise public 
awareness of archaeological heritage 
and research as widely as possible 
by opening up activities to the lay 
public, unaccustomed to visiting 
places dedicated to archaeology. 
Archaeological excavation operators, 
research organisations, universities, 
museums and archaeological sites, 
laboratories, associations, archives 
and local authorities are all encouraged 
to organise innovative, original and 
interactive activities for the general public. 

Around a hundred organisers took part 
in the first edition, a notable success, 
leading to the operation being extended 
in the following years for three days, 
with Fridays being focused on schools. 
Since then, it has been increasingly 
successful, both in terms of the number 
of participating organisations and the 
number of visitors. In 2018, more than 
570 organisers participated in the 9th 
edition throughout the national territory, 
welcoming more than 200,000 visitors.  
A dedicated website, journees-archeologie.
fr, allows organisers to register and 
publicise their programming to 
audiences, who can then schedule their 
participation thanks  to activities being 
listed in a geolocalised map. The site 
plays a central role in communication and 
welcomed more than 150,000 visitors in 
the two months preceding the event. 
Finally, according to the public surveys 
carried out, the JEA have experienced 
local success: three out of four visitors 
come from a radius of 20 kilometres.

1.2  EXTENSION  TO  EUROPE:  
EUROPEAN  ARCHAEOLOGY  
DAYS  (JEA)

For their tenth anniversary in 2019,  
the Days were extended to Europe:  
18 countries participated and 1,160 sites 
opened to the public, including 14 
registered as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. JEAorganisers offered a variety  
of activities to present "archaeology in 
the making” and bring European citizens 
to know and question their past. 

In 2020, France's National Archaeology 
Days became the European Archaeology 
Days. In light of the COVID-19 epidemic, 
the 11th edition of the European 
Archaeology Days (EAD) did not take 
place in its traditional form. Nevertheless, 
to celebrate archaeology with all publics, 
Inrap launched, under the aegis of the 
Ministry of Culture, the event 
#Archeorama. In addition to events  
with the public when the health situation 
permitted, the #archeorama event opened 
 up the possibility of creating digital 
events and enhancing online resources.

With more than 1,400 initiatives in 
Europe and 26 European countries 
participating, the 2021 European 
Archaeological Days were a tremendous 
success! Europe’s countries came out 
in full force for this year’s event, once 
again, offering more than 830 initiatives, 
signing the success of these days. More 
than 570 events took place all over 
France: excavation sites exceptionally 
opened to the public, educational and 
fun activities, meetings with researchers, 
visits to laboratories, exhibitions, 
screenings... Throughout the three days, 
the public had the opportunity to take in 
an abundant programme offered by all 
those who make archaeology today.
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1.3  MINISTRY  OF  CULTURE   
IN  FRANCE  

The mission of the Ministry of Culture 
is to make the major works of France 
and humanity in the fields of heritage, 
architecture, visual arts, performing 
arts, cinema and communication 
accessible to as many people as possible. 
It promotes the development of artistic 
works in all their forms in the territories 
and throughout the world. It takes 
responsibility for artistic teaching.
The Ministry of Culture is involved in:
– the policy for preserving and 
promoting cultural heritage and the 
architecture policy;
– the definition of the policy concerning 
performing arts and visual arts. It also 
encourages the creation of works of art 
and intellect;
– the management of The National 
Centre of Cinematography and the 
Moving Image;
– the development of artistic and cultural 
education for children and young adults 
throughout their education.
It also contributes to the development 
of French culture worldwide by ensuring 
the influence of the French-speaking 
world and French artistic creation 
through the support of the Institut 
français and the Alliance française  
in particular.

1.4  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  
OF  PREVENTIVE  
ARCHAEOLOGICAL  RESEARCH  
(INRAP)

Created by the 2001 law on preventive 
archaeology, The National Institute of 
Preventive Archaeological Research is a 
public establishment under the remit of 
the Ministries of Culture and Research. 

Its 2,200 agents, spread across eight 
regional and interregional departments, 
42 research centres and a head office 
in Paris, make it the largest European 
archaeological research operator.  
It identifies and examines archaeological 
heritage prior to land development.  
It deals with all periods, from prehistory  
to the present day, throughout the 
territory. It is involved in all types of 
sites: urban, rural, underwater, motorway 
and rail routes and electricity and gas 
networks. It carries out around 1,800 
archaeological surveys and more than 200 
excavations each year on behalf of private 
and public developers in mainland 
France and its overseas territories.

Once projects are finished, INRAP 
analyses and interprets excavation 
data and communicates them to the 
scientific community. As the leading 
producer of archaeological data and 
publications in France and Europe, the 
Institute makes a significant contribution 
to the development of archaeological 
and historical knowledge as well as to 
major contemporary issues: migration, 
climate, environment, health, knowledge 
of territories, economy etc. Its missions 
also extend to the communication of 
archaeological knowledge to the widest 
public. As such, it organises numerous 
promotional campaigns, most often  
in collaboration with developers:  
site openings, exhibitions, publications, 
audiovisual content, conferences etc. 
Every year on the third weekend in 
June, throughout the national territory 
and in the member countries of the 
Council of Europe, it organises European 
Archaeology Days under the aegis of the 
Ministry of Culture in partnership with 
public cultural and scientific institutions 
and local authorities.
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    II.  �EA 
OB�ECTIVES 
AND 
PRINCIPLES 
OF 
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2.1  OBJECTIVES  
The European Archaeology Days (JEA) 
encourage public authorities and 
archaeology stakeholders to promote 
archaeological heritage.  
They are based on a digital platform,  
journees-archeologie.fr, bringing 
to the attention of the public the 
multiplicity and diversity of heritage 
and initiatives relating to archaeology 
in Europe. They facilitate the creation 
of a network of archaeology stakeholders 
in all member countries of the Council 
of Europe.

The main objectives of the JEA are to:
– raise awareness among European 
citizens of the richness and cultural 
diversity of Europe; 
– make archaeology more visible to 
different audiences and the media;
– make the general public and the 
media aware of the need to protect 
archaeological heritage;
– attract new audiences who are not 
accustomed to visiting the places where 
archaeology is carried out;
– promote to the public the entire 
archaeology operating chain,  
“from dig to museum”;
– promote the sharing of knowledge 
between archaeology professionals  
and European citizens. 

To this end, the JEA take place every 
year on the third weekend of June  
in all member countries of the Council 
of Europe. 

2.2  PRINCIPLES  OF  ACTION  
To achieve these objectives, event 
organisers must take on board the 
following common principles:
– open places where archaeology  
is carried out;
– develop interaction between 
archaeology professionals and the public;
– schedule free events where possible;
– offer activities different from 
the usual programme to encourage 
audiences who are not familiar with 
archaeology to participate;
– develop the participation of children 
and young people, in particular by 
programming activities aimed at families;
– schedule a specific day, Friday,  
for schools;
– schedule specific activities for people 
with disabilities when possible;

National coordinators promote 
and encourage event organisers 
to implement the aforementioned 
principles of action.
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3 III.  
ORGANISA-   
TION   OF 
EUROPEAN   
ARCHAEO-
       LOGY 
DAYS

3.1  NATIONAL  COORDINATORS:  
DEFINITION  AND  ROLE  
The success of the European 
Archaeology Days is dependent on 
the participation of event organisers 
who work in close collaboration with 
national coordinator(s). The latter:
– mobilise all the stakeholders and all 
the institutions operating in the field of 
archaeology, “from dig to museum”;
– organise at national level the 
communication of the JEA to all 
audiences, by all means at their 
disposal, media relations, social 
networks, websites, etc.;
– encourage and promote the 
implementation of the aforementioned 
principles of action. 

3.2  EVENT  ORGANISERS:  
DEFINITION  AND  ROLE  
They may come from different 
backgrounds, for example:
– communities or public administrations 
that manage sites, buildings or museums 
regularly or occasionally open to visitors;
– foundations or associations governed 
by private law which, without owning 
buildings or sites open to JEA, are 
responsible for welcoming the public or 
organising activities during the event;
– universities, laboratories or research 
institutes capable of organising events 
in venues that are regularly  
or occasionally open to visitors;
– educational institutions;
– tourist offices or public services 
authorised to welcome the public  
and organise activities during the event;

– cultural venues (libraries, media 
libraries, cinemas, etc.) likely to offer 
activities for JEA;
– public or private operators (guides, 
tour operators, coach drivers, etc.).

The organisers, whatever they are and 
whatever activities they intend to offer 
in their programme:
– organise specific activities for the 
JEA, in connection with the main 
objectives of the JEA (see above), 
targetting a young audience whether 
or not these activities are intended 
for schools, as well as the family and 
"general public" nature of the event; 
these are not events dedicated to 
professionals;
– organise free activities when possible;
– organise special activities for people 
with disabilities when possible;
– display and distribute the 
communication materials provided  
for the JEA;
– comply with the official dates of the 
JEA and the commitments made;
– make sure the event is enjoyable 
and accessible (information, signage, 
visitor comfort, services, security, 
disabled access, etc.);
– publicise the event using the JEA 
communication tools;
– manage media relations and local 
communication actions;
– respond to surveys assessing  
and evaluating the event. 
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4.1  VISUAL  IDENTITY  
One of the main objectives of the JEA  
is to draw attention to the importance 
of common European heritage. The JEA 
have their own visual identity, which 
enables consistency and recognition 
by all. It changes every year to 
differentiate editions. Event organisers 
have access to the dedicated internet 
platform journees-archeologie.fr to 
communicate their programme in their 
official language and access specific 
communication tools. However, 
national coordinators can develop 
their own website as well as a specific 
organisational identity. The JEA 
logo must appear on all promotional 
documents published about the event, 
in particular digital ones, and the 
name "European Archaeology Days" 
is mandatory for all countries and 
organisations wishing to join the event.

4.2  COMMUNICATION  TOOLS  
Communication tools, which are adapted 
according to the visual identity of the 
JEA, are made available to national 
coordinators and event organisers  
for download in the organisers’ space 
on journees-archeologie.fr:
– JEA logos in the official language for 
each country;
– generic poster in the official language 
for each country;
– poster template adaptable to French 
and English;
– items for social networks;
– media kit template;
– leaflet template adaptable to French 
and English;
– trailer in six languages (German, 
English, Spanish, French, Italian and 
Portuguese).

4.3  WEBSITE  
The European Archaeology Days 
website, journees-archeologie.fr 
lists the programmes offered to the 
public. It consists of 47 pages, one for 
each member country of the Council 
of Europe, available in six languages 
(French, English, Spanish, Italian, 
German and Portuguese), identical  
in function. The logo(s) of the national 
coordinators, as well as the mention  
of their participation, are visible  
on the website page.
Each page is divided into two parts:
– one for the public, which includes 
information on the Days, consultation 
on the programme proposed in their 
country, either by a search list by theme 
or by a geolocalised map;
– one for event organisers, “Organisers’ 
space”, accessible by a username and 
code, which allows them to register and 
publish their programme on the site  
in the official language of their country. 

Organisers can register at any time as 
soon as the site opens in the last week 
of February. They can also publish and 
modify their programme whenever they 
wish and as many times as they wish up 
until the first day of the event.
Searching by theme allows the 
audience to choose their event based 
on different criteria:
– location by municipality;
– by territory;
– by date;
– by type of site (archaeological sites, 
museums, etc.);
– by type of disability;
– by keyword;
– by type of audience (all audiences, 
adults, children, families, schools).
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— 
CONTACT  

Archaeological heritage is a major societal 
challenge for Europe, whether in terms of 
protection, conservation, awareness or education. 
JEA can contribute to the sharing of cultural 
heritage at European level, and become an 
instrument of cohesion while preserving indivdual 
cultural identity. It was in this spirit that they 
were created in 2019, in response to strong 
demand from institutions and the public.  
Thanks to the network that is being built up and 
its growing influence among the member states 
of the Council of Europe, JEA play a decisive 
role day after day in raising public awareness 
of archaeology. It is essential to show European 
citizens the diversity of the discipline to raise their 
awareness of the need to protect this heritage. 

European Archaeology 
Days
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Pascal Ratier 
Responsible for events and conferences
Directorate of Cultural Development
and communication

Inrap – 121, rue d'Alésia - 75014 Paris
pascal.ratier@inrap.fr
T. + 33 (0)1 40 08 81 80


